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Harrison County High School
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August 22, 2011
Dear Parent/Guardian,

This letter is to inform you of some changes taking place in the state of Kentucky in regard to your child’s education. Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), enacted in the 2009 Kentucky General Assembly, required a new public school assessment program beginning in the 2011-12 school year. Within that legislation, not only has the accountability system changed, but the assessments students are required to complete have changed as well. 
Accountability will now be based on three components:

1.  Next-Generation Learners = 70% of the school’s entire accountability. Make up of five components:
· Achievement – 20%

· Gap – 20%

· Growth – 20%

· Readiness for College/Career – 20%

· Graduation Rate – 20%  = a final score (based on a 100 point scale)

2.  Next-Generation Instructional Programs and Support = 20% of the school’s entire accountability.  Encompasses two components:
· Working Conditions Survey and Program Reviews
3.  Next-Generation Professionals = 10% of the school’s entire accountability

· measures of principal and teacher effectiveness

*Each of these three components will be phased in each year until spring 2014.

This school year our students will complete the Next Generations Learners component “K-PREP Test” (in the past known as the KCCT). This will be the only component used to hold our schools accountable at this time. Students will complete the following exams at the following grade levels:
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At the sophomore and junior level, students will take the PLAN and ACT respectively. Students must meet the following benchmarks on the PLAN and ACT to avoid additional academic interventions:
College Readiness Benchmarks for the ACT Test
	Test 
	EXPLORE 
Score 

Range: 1-25
	PLAN

Score

Range:  1-32
	ACT Score /CPE Score

Range:  1-36


	COMPASS 
Score

	English 
	13 
	15 
	18 /18
	74 

	Reading 
	15 
	17 
	21/20
	85 

	Mathematics 
	17 
	19 
	22/19 
	36

	Science 
	20 
	21 
	24
	n/a 


At HCHS Intervention will be based on the student meeting the CPE (Council on Post-secondary Education) score. The CPE benchmark will also be used to help determine if a senior will take the COMPASS test.

With KRS 158.6459, our school is required to provide an intervention for any student who misses the benchmarks established for the PLAN and the ACT tests.  According to Harrison County Schools’ Secondary Systems of Interventions Plan, if students miss the benchmarks, they are placed in one of three tiers based on their PLAN and ACT scores.
Tier 1: A student misses the CPE benchmark by 1-2 points; students are required to complete six (6) hours of ESS tutoring in the deficient area(s) during the first semester.
Tier 2: A student misses the CPE benchmark by 3-4 points; students are required to complete six (6) hours of ESS tutoring in the deficient area(s) during the first semester AND will complete extra course work in the deficient area(s).
Tier 3: A student misses the CPE benchmark by 5 points or more; students are required to complete six (6) hours of ESS tutoring in the deficient area(s) during the first semester AND will complete extra coursework in the deficient area(s) AND will be placed in a College/Career Readiness course, or the equivalent, in the deficient area(s).
*Students placed in any of the above tiers may test out of the tier at any time by:

· achieving proficiency on Discovery Education Assessment and/or common assessments in classrooms, OR
· achieving benchmarks on the ACT test

All seniors who did not achieve the CPE benchmark on the ACT will take the COMPASS test in the spring of their senior year to measure their academic growth.
Students are also required to complete End of Course (EOC) assessments in their classes. The following outlines the Kentucky Department of Education EOC’s:

Basic Premise 
· The state-required End-of-Course (EOC) assessments are: English II, Algebra II, Biology and U.S. History. The EOC exam is an assessment given at the end of the course. 

· English II, Algebra II, Biology and U.S. History courses are graduation requirements. 

· The test will consist of two 45-minute multiple-choice questions (30-36 questions each) and one 45-minute constructed response.
· Student scores from EOC assessments contribute to school and district accountability. 

· If a student fails any course, regardless of the score on the EOC, the student must retake the course and the EOC. 

· There is not a state graduation requirement to meet benchmark scores on the EOC assessments. A student may not perform well on the test, but still pass the course. 

· Students who have taken EOC-assessed courses and meet graduation requirements prior to the 2011-2012 school year do not take the EOC exam. 

· A student’s End-Of-Course test result may be used for a percentage of a student’s final grade in the course, as outlined in local policy. If that percentage is less than 20%, school districts will submit reports to KDE providing justification.

To comply with SB 1, Harrison County High School passed the following policy:

END OF COURSE (EOC) EXAMS AND SEMESTER EXAMS POLICY

Harrison County High School will adhere to the following policy regarding End of Course (EOC) Exams and Semester Exams for all students in all courses.  

· All courses will administer a semester exam, halfway through the course, which will count 10% of the overall semester grade.  

[ex.  (1st nine weeks grade = 45%) + (2nd nine weeks grade = 45%) + (Semester Exam = 10%) = 1st Semester Grade]

· All courses will administer an exam, at their completion, known as the End of Course (EOC) exam, which will count 10% of the overall final grade for the course.  The EOC exam will be created/provided by either the state of Kentucky or Harrison County High School.  

[ex.  (1st semester grade = 45%) + (2nd semester grade = 45%) + (EOC Exam = 10%) = Final Grade]

Approximately 20% of a student’s grade will be determined through the formative and summative assessment process utilizing this model. 

We appreciate your support and cooperation as we unveil these new changes in accountability in an effort to make all students career/college ready.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the HCHS administrators or counselors.  Please also plan to attend the HCHS Open House/ Parent Teacher Conference Night on Wednesday, September 7, from 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  We will be offering an informational session at 6:00 p.m. in the auditorium regarding EOC Assessments and ACT Benchmarks.  For your convenience, a list of resources with more in-depth information has been provided at the end of this letter.
Sincerely,
Amy Pride,



Robert Switzer,


Jenny Nichols,

Principal 



Asst. Principal



Asst. Principal
KRS regarding interventions:
A high school student whose score on the ACT examination under KRS 158.6453 (4) (a) 3 in English, reading, or mathematics is below the system-wide standard established by the Council on Postsecondary Education for entry into a credit-bearing course at a public postsecondary institution without placement in a remedial course or an entry-level course with supplementary academic support shall be provided the opportunity to participate in accelerated learning designed to address his or her identified academic deficiencies prior to high school graduation.

Resources:

· http://www.act.org/
· http://www.act.org/plan/
· http://www.act.org/compass
· http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Commissioner+of+Education/Unbridled+Learning/
· http://www.harrison.kyschools.us/virtual/high/casey/
· http://www.harrison.kyschools.us/virtual/high/nichols/
· http://www.harrison.kyschools.us/virtual/co/hatter/
· http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/End-of-Course+Information/
· http://www.act.org/standard/



Amy M. Pride


Principal





Robert W. Switzer


Assistant Principal





Jennifer S. Nichols


Assistant Principal
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